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HARSH TRUTHS. 


I muſt reſume th' impartial quill, 
And throw aſide my fooliſh fears, 
To ſound harſh truths in St——n's ears: 
Ev'n tho' the ſpiteful critics bellow, 8 
And call me dull inſipid fellow ; 
Ev'n tho' they make quaint obſervations, 
And cram their journals with quotations ; |. 
I will, tho't coſts me time and pain, 
Mix oyl with vinegar again; - +... 9 
And tho' it really were in ſpire = 
Of nature and my ſtars, III write. 
And yet, on due conſideration, 
I don't much like my fatuation ; 
For critics (as I too well know it) 1 5 
Are d---n'd ill- natur d to a poet; 
A fault in rhyming will excite 
Their envy, malice, wit and ſpite; 
They'll torture words a thouſand ways, 
To find out where an error lays.  _ 20 
B And 


O C E more, tho much againſt my will, 


[4] 


And when by ſophiſtry they've found it, 


Reviews, and Magazines reſound it : 
Whole ſheets in creeping ſtile are wrote, 
To criticiſe one ſingle thought, | | 
Whether in ſatire, ſong, or ſonnet, 

It bad, then God have mercy on it : 
For ſoon as A „H, or & 


Have found it out, dy II. ſurely maul ® 


Thus far in ſelf defence, my muſe | 
Has labour d, — now for nobler Views: 


My country fall'n from greateſt fame, . : 


To low contempr, reproach and ox | 
Requires the bitt'reſt of my gall, 


To laſh the authors of her fall. 


Begin my muſe, and fear them not, £ 


However hard may be thy lot ; 

Say by whoſe fatal means and aid, 
Our wretched country is betray d; 
Expoſe thoſe humdrums of the ſtate, | 
Whoſe faults and blunders are ſo great: 
Be not too nice in ſearching rhymes, i 
But faithfully relate their crimes; 
Throw each ambiguous term aſi de, | 
And let impartial truth preſide; a 
Boldly defy thoſe pamper'd ———, . 


Whoſe weakneſs ſoon will make us ſlaves, 
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| Unleſs 


1 
Unleſs ſome ſteady reſolution, 
Is put in inſtant execution, 
To turn ſuch reptiles out of place, 
And load them with a juſt diſgrace, 


Their brains, our St - men to defend; 
Let them their wir and ſenſe extol, 


And ſound their fame from. Phill to pole; 307 


Let them in fulſome ao enſé raiſe 


And patch their deeds with tags of . 3 k 


This cook'd-up cov'ring cannot hide 
Their baſe OY fraud and pride. 


To you, my 3 whoſe ſouls 
Abhor this neſt of ruling owls, 


My muſe in ſimple ſtrains addreſſeth | 


Her plaints, and thus her mind expreſſeth: 


« Your land with brib'ry is o'er-run, 
« Your ancient glory is undone, _ 
ce Your intereſts all are thrown aſide, 
« By thoſe who at the helm preſide; | 

ce Your preſent figure is ſo mean, 

« All Europe views you with diſdain : 
What fad reflections muſt prevail 

« In you, who love the public weal, 
To ſee your country baſely fold, 

i By venal ks, for foreign gold 


Let penſion'd troops of ſeribblers ſpend © | TV 


my 


60 


« Ah! 


1 
Ah! woful and corrupted times, 
{© Replete with baſe and horrid crimes ! 
- & Juſtice and honour now are fled, 
<« And vile corruption rears its head! 
“What ſay you Britons, don't you think, 
7 Your land will ſoon to ruin fink FO 


And now, methinks, I hear the nation, 


Exclaim againſt th adm n; 

And clowns and tradeſmen all agree, 

To &---n the preſent M-—---y ; 

While one more angry than the reſt, 
Thus ſtorms aloud, and beats his breaſt : 
« Is't poſſible that men can be 

“ So void of truth and honeſty ! 

© Gadſzooks!) whoever could imagine, 
«© There were ſuch villains in our region 
« It makes my boſom glow with paſſion, 
To be betray'd in ſuch a faſhion ; 


D Our country ſold ! good he'ven protect us 
„The world from hence will diſreſpect us; 


« Proclaim the news from ſhore to ſhore, 
« Old England's glory is no more 

« Ah! may eternal diſcord ruin, 

The authors of our fad undoing |! 


« May heav'n and earth, and hell combine, 
« To ſhow'r dread curſes on their line! 
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Muſt 


71 
«© Muſt we poor peaſants toil and ſweat, 
« In winter's cold, and fummer's heat; 
« And from our ſcanty income pay, 
«© Enormous taxes evry day? 
And yet altho' vaſt ſums are rais d, 
«© The nation's debt is ſtill encreas'd ! 
«© The cauſe may juſtly thus be render'd, 


6 Our treaſures are moſt baſely ſquander d, 


«© To pamper'd minions, whoſe ſupport 
_ «© Depends entirely on the ; 

« To foreign princes who do lend us 

| « Baſe mercenaries, to defend us; 

« While Britons are deny d th' occaſion, 
Jo guard their land againſt invaſion.“ 


Of this warm ſpeech, methinks I hear 
Another thus his thoughts declare: 
ce There ſpoke a Briton, who ſtill has 
« A due regard for country's cauſe; 
« Who holds in utmoſt deteſtation, 
The baſe conductors of the nation: 
« Paſſion may plead a juſt excuſe, 
« When s dur liberties abuſe : 
« Where is the man that can pretend, 
Their late proceedings to defend? 
Not all the pow'r of ſophiſtry, 


Can vindicate our m5; 


I'OO 


105 


110 


115 


120 


125 


„ Minorca's 
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« Minorca's loſs will ever be, 
« An inſtance of this e 
Britons reflect, e're tis too jate, 
And dread your near approaching fat, 
Conſider well what riſque you run, 130 
To be eternally undone, 
By thoſe baſe flatt rers of the — 
Who dare not war's" 
Who blindly grant in Seng — 
The freſh 1 + the 5 ſupplies, 135 
That . crave | 
———— to ſave: 
Ohl think, - reſolve, cruſh, and deſtroy, 
Thoſe en'mies of your liberty : 
Death they deſerve by Britiſh laws —— 140 
Who ſhall reſiſt a nation's cauſe ? 


That man muſt either have no ſenſe, 
Or elſe be ſtock'd with impudence, 
Who dares preſume to rule a nation, 
That hates his baſe adm wel 145 
Gainſt whom, and his deteſted faction, 
This land calls out for ſatisfaction, 
To whoſe account are juſtly laid, 


Th' unhappy loſſes we have had; 


Whoſe 


[9] 
Whoſe av'rice, pride and mean ambition, 
Have brought this nation nigh perdition : | 
Oh! that ſome ſpeedy means were found, 
To cruſh ſuch to the ground 


O Truth ! thou virtue pure and fair, 
Thou ſtranger to a r-! ear! 

Thou, on whoſe ſpotleſs front ne'er came 
The crimſon bluſh of guilty ſhame; | 
How have our ſtateſ——n baſe and vile, 
Aſſum' d thy figure to beguile 


The beſt of K—gs | how have they ſpread; 


Unpop'lar notions in his head! 

What ſubtle lies have they invented! 

How have things been miſrepreſented ! 
What falſe aſperſions have they caſt 
On one, whoſe fame will ever laſt ! 

| Whoſe ſteady wiſe adm- n, 

Would have redeem'd this bankrupt nation ; 

Whoſe eloquence and noble ſpirit, 

Are proofs of a ſuperior merit ; 

Whole parts are equal to ſuſtain, 

The glories of a nobler 
And yet this man, in whom the nation 

Had plac'd its ſafety and ſalvation, 

Has been (to Britain's ſhame and cf) 

Diſmiſs d moſt baſely from his pot ; 


I50 


155 


160 


165 


1 


175 
Juſt 


[ 10 ] 

| Juſt at a time when ſtate alin, | 
Requir'd unuſual pains and cares; 
When ſchemes were forming to prevent, 
The ruin of the government ; 

When all ſuperfluous placemen were 
Turn d out, the public wealth to ſpare. 
But now, our ſmiling hopes are paſt, 
The pleaſing ſcene ſhort time did laſt ! 
Our proſpects of a better year 

Than laſt, already diſappear ; 

This ſudden change will overwhelm 
The conſtitution of our realm; 


' To wealth, down falls our country's cauſe ; ** | 


To av'rice, liberty and laws 

Truth, innocence and equity, 

Are ſacrific d to perfidy; 

By grants, reverſions and ambition, 
Our nation haſtens to * 


Say, Britons, ſhall a man whoſe mind, 
Is to monarchic ſway inclin' d; | 
Who would, for ſake of gain, conſent 
To bring in abſ lute government; 
Who boaſts that England's conſtitution, 
Draws on. apace to a concluſion ; 
Who propagates egregious lies, 
On purpoſe that himſelf may riſe: 
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Say, 


Say, ſhall your liberties and laws, 


Your honour, and your country's cauſe, 


Be truſted in his hands ? —— no, ==== ſure | 


Your patience ne'er can this endure ; ks 
You cannot fure behold your land, 

Put under ſuch a man's command. 
Fave you forgot laft year's diſgrace, 


And who then fill'd th' important place ? 


Have you forgot (altho' of late) 
Minorca and Ofwego's fate? 


Have you forgot whoſe votes brought over, 


Troops from Heſſe-Caſſel and H 
A band of mercenary fellows, 


Who in their High Durch jargon rail us, 


Whoſe pride, or rather impudence, 
Has juſtly giv'n this land offence; 
Who have (as facts can aſcertain) 
Spurn'd at our laws, with proud diſdain; 
Who, tho' they came for our protection, 
Laugh'd in their ſleeves at our dejection: 


They ev'n have wrote in High Dutch rhymes, 


Lampoons upon the preſent times ; 
And in a jeering manner tell us, 
We Britons are but filly fellows. 


The late affair in Kent, employ d 
Some time their German wit and pride; 
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ob A thouſand 
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A thouſand things they wrote upon it, 


In guiſe of epigram and ſonnet; F 


110 


But one, whoſe time and pains were greater, PAR 
Spun out his thoughts | to lengthen d ag; 1 
A copy which I found by chance, ö 


Is proof of what I here advance 
But to convince our curious nation, | 
[ made the Glowing ere. „„ 
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«© What mean you by this 8 noiſe ? * 
From whence do all theſe clamours riſe ? 1 
From whence proceeds this monſtrous pride? 5 ä 
How dare you thus preſume to chile? + 
Say, haughty natives of this land, | 240 
Muſt we be under your command? 
Muſt Han. 215 ſtoop, or yield 

To thoſe, to what they are a ſhield ? 

Muſt we, who guard you from de gruckion, 5 

Be brought bencath your juriſdiction ? 245 
Muſt we, who fight your country's cauſe, + 
Be gov ern'd by your fooliſh laws ? 

No, no, fierce iſlanders, reflect, 

What wwe ordain you mult reſpect ; 


* 3 
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Conſider, caitiffs, and beware; 2280 


Your guardians, not your ſlaves we are: 
We came (as previouſly agreed) 
To be in every thing obey d; 


«© Our 
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“Our ſoldiers faults ev'n when deteged, 


Are not to be by you infpedted 5117 11091 235 
Our laws alone muſt judge between us, 

And from each paultry threat ning ſereen us: 
Hence, ſhadows of what once you were, 
Learn Han———7s to revere: 

Ye puny race of mortals, whence 260 
Proceeds this matchleſs impudence ? 

Shall Han e, who were born 

To guard your kingdom, bear your ſcorn? 
Shall an audacious may'r pretend, 17 


On petty theft to apprehend, 265 


Or clap our ſoldiers up in priſonn, 
Becauſe two handkerchiefs are miſſing : Q;! 
Or, ſhall a puny linen-draper, 


With teſty humour, ſwear and vapour, 


And huft, and ſtrut, and threat'ning tell us, 270 


He'll proſecute fuch filching fellows ? 

But, let me tell good Mr. Harris, 

His mind from mine extremely varies : 

Pll ev'n on purpoſe to confute ye, 

Moſt plainly prove it was his duty, 27 

As well as int'reſt to conceal it, 

And not fo bluffly to reveal it: 

Beſides, of what ſignification, 

Has been his raſh determination? | 
C5 . He 


L 14 ] 

He ſees that Schrader is enlarged, . 
And from the Engliſb laws diſcharged; 
And likewiſe by his own confeſſing, 


n 280 


The wrong that's done him's paſt redreſſing 4 


For if he ſhould thro' mere „ 
Appeal to us for ſatisfaction, 

His goods and chattels, in this nation, 
Would undergo a confiſcation. 


« Suppoſe:yau hall u fend, whoſe aid, 


And kindneſs you had oft eſſay d, 
Who had from many dangers ſav d you, 


And from your enemies reliev'd you; 


Would you not with a grateful heart, 


Of what you had, give him a part? 
Or if, thro' mere forgetfulneſs, 


You ſhould neglect your love t expreſs, 
Would you look on it as unkind 


In him, if he put you in mind? 


According as they ſuit your views.' 
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Would you not fay ?” Dear Sir, excuſe, 
My memory you muſt accuſe, 

My Life, my all, to you I owe, 
Henceforth no diff rence I will know 
Between us two; pray Sir, be tree, 
You have unboada liberty, 

My hoſe and handierchiefs to uſe, 
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Juſt ſo, in due conſideration | 
To us, as guardians of your nation, 
You ſhould with gratitude of heart, 
Give us of ev'ry thing a part: 
For this, I fay twas d——n'd ungrateful, 


As well as filly, mean and hateful, 


In Harris's dogſhip, to take heed, 
Of ſuch a ſmall and trifling deed: 
Thus far you ſee it was his duty, 

To let poor Schreder keep his booty. 
Next, I will plainly ſhew it was 

His int'reſt, to have let him paſs: 

Is it not certain he has loſt, 

(By this ungen'rous deed) the moſt ? 
Has it not (paſt all diſpute) loſt him, 
Our ſoldiers future love and cuſtom ? 
Will ever any of our men, 

Buy handkerchiefs from him again ? 
None ſure, (except unworthy dogs) 


Will buy from him, who calls them rogues : 


Thus ſtands the caſe; hence an't it — 
To ſpite he ſacrific d his gain? 


« Nay, (ev'n altho' unprecedented, 


And all the nation ſhould reſent it) 
I will maintain upon my life, 


That if the ſoldier and his wife, 
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«Mae we not chac'd that monſt'rous fear, 
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Of mobbing colliers, clowns and carters, 
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[ 16 } 
Had been with am'rous luſt well-ſtored, 


And planted antlers on his forehead ; 
Ev'n tho he catch'd them in the fact, 


It was his duty to keep back; 


And not diſturb their mutual pleaſure. 


<« Hence, filly mortals, ceaſe to flout us, 


What could your nation do without us ? 


You had before our troops came here? 
Have you forgot your fatuation, 

When people talk'd of an invaſion ; 
Were we not ſent for in a hurry, 

To guard, defend, and to ſecure ye ? 
Were not French orders countermanded, 
As ſoon as we our troops had landed ? 
Your t————n knew the conſequence 
Of bridging us for your defence; 

They knew they could not truſt the land, 
To be defended by a band 


Who love continual winter quarters; 


39335 
Nay, leave them to their time and leiſure, l 


340 


345 
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Who would, when th' enemy drew near them, 


Run off as faſt as legs could bear them: 


And therefore, with good ſenſe and realm, 


They prought us over in due ſeaſon. 


© Remember 


106 
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«© Remember, as you treat us, we 
« Will fight for you accordingly ; __ 
If well, we'll keep you free from harm, 
« And battle ev'ry French alarm; 
If badly, then we know our cue, 
% Weel join the French to conquer you:; 


Attempt not therefore, like baſe hectors, 
T' inſult, and huff your kind protectors; 


. 


Nor in a bluſt'ring manner cry, 
We Hanoverians do defy: 


«© No, no, this never will advance, 


cc 


On us alone you muſt depend, 
« Your K-—and n to defend.” 


Thus 8 are you Coane! 4 by BEA 
Who by your means from nothing role ; 
Whoſe land durſt ſcarcely hope for day, 
Till Engliſh 
Where poverty had "rn reign d, 


Till Britiſo maintain'd ; 


That gulph, that ever conſtant drain, 

Of Engliſb induſtry and gain; | 
In whoſe defence, as tis well known 
More has been done, than in our own ; 


Your ſchemes againſt aſpiring France ; : 


mark'd out the way; "of 
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For whom our | 
Employs his military ſkill, | 
And (as inſiſt on't) 
To keep encroaching Frenchmen diſtant, 
Who long with eagerneſs to pillage, 
Each H. „ town and village: 

But if dame fortune condeſcends, 

Jo rank great mongſt her friends, 
And if her goddeſs-ſhip inclines, 
To grant ſucceſs to his deſigns, 


The French muſt yield, and cry for quarter, 


And find they've caught at laſt a Tartar: 
So will a certain factious band, 
Who baſely have betray'd our land. 


Ah! me, what dangers dire and great, 
Surround that man, who rules a ſtate, 
And who, regardleſs of applauſe, 
Forſakes for gain, his country's cauſe; 
Whoſe deeds are of the blackeſt dye, 
Who triumphs in his perfidy; 

Whoſe partial conduct to his — , 
Pronounces him the worſt of ———; 
Who by the means of forc'd elections, 
Supports the baſeſt of all factions ; 

In ſhort, whoſe ſchemes, and ſelfiſh views, 
Cannot admit of an excuſe. 
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Once, on a time, the feather'd race, 


Made an unanimous addreſs 


405 


 Vanto their King: Their plaints were out; 


Againſt the rulers of their ſtate ; 


They told him, that th' adminiſtration, 5 


Had greatly ſunk their reputation; - 
That their bad conduct in their places, 


Fad brought them under ſad diſgraces; 
| That none 'mongſt all the birds and fowls, 


; Were fo unfit to rule, as owls; 
They therefore hop'd his majeſty, 
Would pleaſe to 0 the e f 


To which addreſs, th l bird 
Aſſur' d them with his royal word, 

That ſtrict enquiry ſhould be made, 

How far they had their truſt betray'd, 
And that if juſtice could dete& them, 

No fort of favour ſhould protect them. 
The owls, who ſaw the danger near, 
Reſign d with trembling, and with fear, 
And (conſcious that their deeds were baſe) 


They ſneak'd (like cowards) out of place : 


For wicked ſouls, as wiſe men fay, 

Oft their own guiltineſs betray : 

8o did the owls: Their reſignation, 

Was of their guilt, a confirmation. 
| D 
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= Strong proofs were brought, upon their triak, . 
A Which could admit of no'denial j1_. 14 7 - 5 L 
} | Their baſe corruption was found _ 5 015 
| | Their wicked ſchemes. to light wefe 1 Anis 
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N And were condemn'd to hide their heads "$i 
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| Debarr'd the pow'r to view the light. 
{ But live in a perpetual r c1t7 6) gapei7 
| 3 With how much equity and juſtice, ; n 75 1 
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| Thoſe wretched guardians of our tee, 
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